The versatile distal access catheter: the Cleveland Clinic experience.
Vascular access is fundamental to any endovascular intervention. Concentric Medical has developed the Outreach Distal Access Catheter (DAC), which affords stable access at the target vessel modulating the forces at play within the thrombectomy device complex. The DAC is a device with novel access characteristics useful in a host of other types of clinical scenarios. To review our experience with the DAC family of devices, the theory, and method of use. A retrospective review of all cases in which the DAC was used during the period 2008 to 2010 was conducted and the cases classified by indication. Catheter-related complications were recorded. The use of the DAC in a variety of settings including intracranial stenting, aneurysm coil embolization, and arteriovenous malformation embolization is described. The DAC was used in 103 procedures performed in 93 patients between August 2008 and February 2010. Indications included acute stroke, treatment of intracranial atherosclerosis, vasospasm therapy, arteriovenous malformation embolization, and aneurysm embolization. In those procedures, 113 catheters were used. No complications directly attributable to DAC use were identified. The DAC is useful for gaining access to the cerebral vasculature, especially in patients with significant tortuosity or when re-access of distal vasculature is required multiple times.